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SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT (006025):  Deletes the original bill. Authorizes a 
county election commission to utilize a voting system using a precinct-based optical scanner.  
Requires all new precinct-based optical scanners purchased or leased to be certified as having 
met the applicable voluntary voting systems guidelines. In addition, the precinct-based optical 
scanners shall be tested to ensure the scanners operate in accordance with the guidelines. The 
State Coordinator of Elections shall provide to the county election commission necessary 
assistance and guidance in the selection of a precinct-based optical scanner. To the extent 
federal funding through the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) remains available to purchase or 
lease new precinct-based optical scanners, the Coordinator shall provide financial assistance for 
purchasing or leasing such machines. Requires the Coordinator to provide a list of authorized 
printers for any county election commission to utilize for the printing of ballots. Authorizes the 
Coordinator to explore the feasibility of utilizing ballot-on-demand technology. Removes the 
mandate that precinct-based optical scanner voting systems be in place no later than the general 
election of 2012.   
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT OF ORIGINAL BILL: 
 

Increase State Expenditures - $11,900,000 
 
 
 

FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL WITH PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 

 
 Increase Federal Expenditures – Exceeds $1,000,000/HAVA Funds 

 

 Increase Local Expenditures – Exceeds $1,000,000/Permissive           
 
 
 Assumptions applied to amendment: 

 

• The purchase of optical scanner voting systems by county election commissions will be 
permissive.  

• Currently, there are two counties utilizing optical scan voting systems (Pickett and 
Hamilton). These counties will continue to use their current voting systems. 
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• Of the counties remaining (93), the number of counties that will choose to change their 
current voting system to a precinct-based optical scan voting system is unknown. The 
increase in federal (HAVA) and local government expenditures for a county to switch to 
a precinct-based optical scan voting system will be dependent upon which county or 
counties elected to change systems. The cost will be different based on the size and the 
need of each county. 

• According to the Coordinator of Elections, there is approximately $27,000,000 in federal 
HAVA funds which can be used to replace the voting systems in 93 counties that 
currently use Direct Recording Electronic Voting machines (DREs). 

• This estimate assumes small to medium sized counties will be more likely to switch to 
precinct-based optical scan voting systems than large counties.  

• According to the Coordinator of Election, each precinct will need at least one scanner 
and one marking device for voters with disabilities. Scanner and marking devices cost 
approximately $5,000 each ($5,000 x 2 devices = $10,000 each precinct). As of 
November 2010, there were 2,160 voting precincts statewide. 

• Since the number of counties that will participate and the number of precincts in each of 
those counties is not known, the cost to purchase precinct-based optical scan machines 
cannot be determined; however, this increase in expenditure of federal HAVA funds is 
estimated to exceed $1,000,000. 

• The increase in local government expenditures to utilize precinct-based optical scan 
voting machines depends on several unknown variables which cannot be quantified, 
including the cost for the printing of ballots, the purchase of booths, security containers, 
training, storage and other costs associated with the implementation of a precinct-based 
optical scan voting system; however, the increase in local government expenditures is 
estimated to exceed $1,000,000.   
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